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Guidelines for Submitting a Research Proposal for a Master's Thesis
This page, signed by the student, must be attached to the submitted research proposal

General:
1) The proposal shall include all sections according to the below-listed order.

2) A proposal that is not submitted in accordance with the guidelines shall be returned for amendments before being forwarded for discussion by the Committee. 

3) The proposal will be submitted in either Hebrew or English.

4) Method of submission: The proposal will be submitted both as a Word file and as a PDF file. Both formats will be delivered by email to: sphmaster@tauex.tau.ac.il

5) Additional documents that should be submitted (relevant for all types of studies):
· Signed Advisor Form: The Advisor shall email the form directly to the Committee at sphmaster@tauex.tau.ac.il
· Laboratory Safety Form: Signed by the Advisor (if the research included laboratory work).
· Ethical Approvals: An ethical approval or request for ethical approval as an appendix to the proposal.

6) The proposal should note:
· Does the proposal refer to work that relies on a database?  Yes            No

If Yes, what is the name of that database: _________________________

· Does the student perform the research at his/her workplace?
 Yes    No

If Yes, a confirmation from the workplace stating that the student does not receive a salary for the research work must be attached.

7) The proposal must be carefully reviewed before submission. Each section examined must be adequately checked (), and the section’s page numbers must be specified.












Checklist:

	
	Reviewed prior to submission
	

	
If the square in the middle column is checked () – it attests that the writing style has been examined throughout the proposal. 
	
☐
	
Writing style:

· Font type: David; English font: Times New Roman
· Font size: Main Heading – 16; Sub-Heading – 14; Text – 12.
· Headings: Aligned to the right.
· Double-spacing between lines.
· Margins: 2.5cm on the right, left, top and bottom.
· Page numbers: Bottom of each page. Centered.


	
If the square in the middle column is checked () – it attests that the abbreviations have been adequately defined and were examined throughout the proposal.
	


☐
	
Abbreviations:

· should be defined at first appearance in the abstract and in the body of the proposal (even if defined in the abstract). 

· Upon the first appearance in the abstract/proposal, the complete term shall be written, and the abbreviation shall appear in parentheses. For example: “Hypertension (HTN or HT)” 

· Each abbreviation displayed in the tables must also be defined in the form of footnotes at the bottom of the relevant table. 




 (
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Parts of the Proposal in an Observational Study

Guidelines for Observational Studies; For example, Cross-Sectional Study; Survey; Cohort Study; Case-Control study.


	
Page numbers of the section in the research proposal
 (if it does not appear, please specify the reason)
	
The section has been reviewed
prior to submission
	
 Section

	
	☐
	
1) Title page, including signatures. 
In accordance with the format found on the website.
The type of research must be mentioned on the title page.

	
	☐
	
2) Abstract in Hebrew: Up to 250 words; 
Structured. With the following headings for each of the paragraphs: Research Rationale, Objectives, Methods (including sample size/ Power of test calculation) and preliminary results (if any). A proposal submitted in English will include two abstracts – one in Hebrew and one in English.


	
	☐
	
3) Keywords: Up to five keywords specified immediately after the abstract.


	
	☐
	
4) Abbreviation List (in alphabetical order).


	
	
	
5) The body of the proposal (Up to 10 pages).


	
	☐
	
a. Introduction (Up to 4 pages): Including background and potential contribution. 


	
	☐
	
b. Objectives, specific goals and research hypotheses (half a page).


	
	
	
c. Detailed research methods (4-5 pages).
Including a detailed description of: 


	
	☐
	
(1) The research format and course
 

	
	☐
	
(2) Research population


	
	☐
	
(3) Sampling framework and method


	
	☐
	
(4) Definition of research variables (an operative definition of Dependent, Independent and Other variables)


	
	☐
	
(5) Research tools and their validation, data collection method


	
	☐
	(6) Statistical scheme

	
	☐
	(7) Sample size / Power of test calculations

	
	☐
	
(8) Discussion of possible limitations and biases and the approach to mitigate them 


	
	☐
	
6) Ethical aspects
Ethical aspects of the research must be addressed. It should be noted that the study has received the appropriate ethical approval and/or shall only begin once the appropriate ethical approval is obtained. 


	
	☐
	
7) Defining the student's share in the research.
The student's share in each part of the research
must be specified, particularly in the collection and analysis of data. 


	
	☐
	
8) Research stages and estimated schedule.


	
	☐
	
9) Reference List: In accordance with the Vancouver style. Sources must be numbered in the order of appearance in the proposal, and the numbers appear in square brackets (For example: “[1]”).







_______________		__________________	____________	_______________
   Student’s Name		      I.D. Nr.			     Date		    Signature



