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The Tel Aviv University
FRANCES TUSTIN Faculty of Medicine
Memorial Trust and Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy

Program

Invite you to attend

The 28th Annual
Frances Tustin Memorial Lectureship

that will take place on
Friday, November 7%, 2025, 8:00 am-15:00 (Israel time)
at Tel Aviv University, Schlezack Auditorium, Faculty of Medicine
and through zoom*

Featuring

Dr. Anne Alvarez (UK), Carla Weber (Germany), Dr. Iftah
Biran (Israel), Orly Hasson-Katz (Israel)

Theme of the Conference:

The BODY: A Theoretical and Clinical Continuum

*(Israeli participants can register for in-person participation at Tel Aviv University; Non-Israeli
participants can register both for in-person and zoom participation)



Program Schedule:

8:00-8:30 — Registration and refreshments

8:30-10:30 — First session — Chair: Joel Miller (Vice-Chair of The Frances Tustin
Memorial Trust)

Opening remarks: Dr. Shlomit Yadlin-Gadot (Chair of The Psychoanalytic
Psychotherapy Program, School of Medicine, Tel Aviv University)

Alina Schellekes (Chair of The Frances Tustin Memorial Trust)

Lecture — Dr. Iftah Biran (Israel): The Wandering Womb, Free Energy and
Predictive Coding: Clinical Metaphors of Bodily Movement and
Psychic Binding

Abstract: The ancient metaphor of the “Wandering Womb", once invoked to explain hysteria,
continues to resonate in modern clinical practice. Though anatomically obsolete, it captures
subjective experiences of unbound free energy—uncertainty, unpleasure, conflictual sexual
phantasies and psychic disorganization—manifesting as bodily symptoms. Drawing on Freud’s
economic model and predictive coding theory, this lecture reinterprets the metaphor as a
language for somatic imagination and conflict. Clinical vignettes illustrate how patients
describe internal movements, fixations, and displacements, where the body becomes the stage
for binding or releasing disruptive excitation. In the spirit of predictive coding, the metaphor of
the wandering womb can be imagined as a compromise formation born of the ceaseless
interplay between multilayered top-down predictions and the bottom-up currents of the external
and internal (visceral and psychic) worlds. The “Wandering Womb” thus bridges historical
imagination with contemporary models of mind—body dynamics in general and the predictive
coding theory in particular.

Discussant: Orly Hasson-Katz (Israel)
10:30-11:00 — Coffee break

11:00-12:45 — Second session — Chair: Alina Schellekes

Case Presentation: Carla Weber (Germany)

This clinical presentation traces the analytic process of an eight-year-old boy in his search for a
psychic space where he can discover, inhabit, and experience his body as his own. His oscillations
between somatic expression, withdrawal, and emerging symbolic gestures reflect a fragile,
gradually forming sense of self.



Three key stations structure this process:

e Finding a body: The body first appears fragmented, at times painful or alien — something
not yet naturally inhabited. It becomes both the site of the unthinkable and a medium of
early, pre-verbal communication.

e Wanting a body: As the treatment progresses, the body becomes an object of re-
appropriation. Through paradoxical forms — such as binging, motoric freezing or
repetitive actions — the child expresses his longing for a felt, held, and integrated corporeal
self.

e Being a body: In moments of successful relational encounter, the experience emerges that
body and self are not separate, but continuous — the child is within his body, and the body
sustains the subject.

The presentation will focus on the interweaving of embodiment, affect regulation and the
emergence of subjectivity.

Discussion: Dr. Anne Alvarez (UK) - online

12:45-13:15 — Lunch break

13:15-15:00 — Third session - Chair: Alina Schellekes
Case presentation — continuation: Carla Weber

Discussion: Dr. Anne Alvarez - online
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Faculty of the Lectureship Day:

Dr. Anne Alvarez (London, UK) PhD, M.A.C.P is a Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychotherapist
(and retired Co-Convener of the Autism Service, Child and Family Department, Tavistock Clinic, London,
where she still teaches). She is author of Live Company: Psychotherapy with Autistic, Borderline, Deprived
and Abused Children. and has edited with Susan Reid, Autism and Personality: Findings from the Tavistock
Autism Workshop. A book in her honor, edited by Judith Edwards, entitled Being Alive: Building on the Work
of Anne Alvarez was published in 2002. She was Visiting Professor at the San Francisco Psychoanalytic
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Society in November 2005 and is an Honorary Member of the Psychoanalytic Centre of California. Her latest
book, The Thinking Heart: Three Levels of Psychoanalytic Therapy with Disturbed Children was published in
April 2012 by Routledge. A book by Kai Wung on Alvarez in a series on influential thinkers in psychoanalysis
is in preparation for Routledge.

Carla Weber (Munich, Germany) is a psychoanalyst for children, adolescents, and young adults; a group
analyst; an academic speech therapist (Univ.); a special needs educator. She has her own practice in Munich
and publishes on the topics of psycho-dynamic treatment techniques, transgenerational traumatization and
early states of mind. She is a member of the Association of Analytical Child and Adolescent Psychotherapists
in Germany (VAKJP), supervisor and lecturer of the Munich Working Group for Psychoanalysis (MAP), and
at the Medical Academy for Psychotherapy of Children and Adolescents, Munich; Member of the Department
of Further Education at MAP and instructor of training and further education for psychoanalysts. Supervisor
of the German Society for Group Analysis and Group Psychotherapy (D3G) and Chair of the interdisciplinary
team at the Schwabing paediatric clinic in Munich, in charge of development diagnosis and support for children
and adolescents with chronic-somatic and psychosomatic illnesses.

Dr. Iftah Biran (Israel) is a psychiatrist, neurologist and psychoanalyst at The Israel Psychoanalytic
Society; Director of the Neuropsychiatric Daycare Ward at Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center; Co - Editor of
Neuropsychoanalysis.

Orly Hasson-Katz (lsrael) is a clinical psychologist and psychoanalyst of The Israel Psychoanalytic
Society; Chair of the Committee of the Center for Advanced Studies, Israel Psychoanalytic Society; Teacher
and supervisor in the core program and in The Primitive Mental States Advanced Track at The Program of
Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy, School of Medicine, Tel Aviv University, and in the core and advanced
programs of the Center for Advanced Studies of the Israel Psychoanalytic Society.

Shlomit Yadlin-Gadot, Ph.D. (israel) is a clinical psychologist, training psychoanalyst in the
Tel-Aviv Institute for Contemporary Psychoanalysis. Chair of the Psychotherapy Program, School of
Medicine, Tel-Aviv University. Editor in Chief of Maarag - The Israeli Annual of Psychoanalysis, The
Hebrew University. IARPP board member and co-chair of Intl. Colloquium Committee. Author of "Truth
Matters: Theory and Practice in Psychoanalysis " - Brill | Rodopi, 2016, and co-author of “Lacanian
Psychoanalysis: A Contemporary Introduction” — Routledge, 2023.

Joel Miller (Israel) is the Vice-chair of The Frances Tustin Memorial Trust. He is a supervising clinical
psychologist, a training and supervising child and adult psychoanalyst at the Israel Psychoanalytic Society
and institute where he has taught as well. He teaches and supervises at the Program of Psychoanalytic
Psychotherapy, School of Medicine, Tel Aviv University, in its core program and in the Primitive Mental
States advanced track of studies. He supervises at the Winnicott Center in Israel, both in the core and in the
advanced studies program. He is presently one of the directors of the advanced program for psychoanalytic
psychotherapy “The Therapeutic Act” at the Center for Advanced Studies of the Israel Psychoanalytic
Society. He has a private practice in Kfar Saba where he does supervision, psychoanalysis and
psychoanalytic psychotherapy with children, adolescents and adults.

Alina Schellekes (Israel) is the Chair of The Frances Tustin Memorial Trust. She is a supervising
clinical psychologist, a training and supervising psychoanalyst at The Israel Psychoanalytic Society and a
honorary member of The Polish Society for Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy. She teaches and supervises at
the Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy Program, School of Medicine, Tel Aviv University where she is the head
of the Primitive Mental States advanced track of studies, which she founded in 2007. She worked as a senior
clinical psychologist for more than three decades at Brill Mental Health Center (Ramat Chen), Tel Aviv. In
2006 she received the Honorary Mention of the Phillys Meadow Award in New York for excellence in
psychoanalytical writing. In 2008 she received in Los Angeles the 12" Frances Tustin Memorial Prize for
her paper: "The Dread of Falling and Dissolving — further thoughts™. In 2023 she received the Hayman
Prize for Published Work Pertaining to Traumatized Children and Adults, awarded by the IPA Committee
on Child and Adolescent Psychoanalysis (COCAP). The prize was given for her paper: ‘Sentenced to life:
Reflections on the inability to bear vitality, following the movie Turtles can fly.” In 2021 she was the



International Guest Lecturer for The Australian Psychoanalytic Society. Her papers have been published in
several journals and chapters of books. Her book “The Dread of Falling - Reflections on Primitive Mental
States” was published in 2021 by Resling Publishing, Tel Aviv and a revised and expanded edition was
published in English, with Routledge, in 2025. She is in private practice in Qiryat Ono, Tel Aviv area,
Israel.

The Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy Program, School of Medicine, Tel Aviv University, Israel was
established in 1971 and since its foundation provides deep and comprehensive training in psychodynamic
psychotherapy for psychologists, psychiatrists and social workers. The program is comprised of a 3-year
core program; nine tracks of advanced studies (Self psychology; Primitive Mental States; Winnicott, Bion
and the Independent radical breakthroughs; Group psychotherapy; Relational studies; Kleinian studies;
Contemporary Freud studies, Couples psychoanalytic psychotherapy; Psychoanalytic track for the study of
trauma); a special program for an interdisciplinary PhD studies in psychoanalysis and its interfaces;
Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy Studies for Creative Arts Therapists); a one-year study framework in
psychodynamic psychotherapy for professionals in the medical and para-medical fields.

Chair of the Program: Dr. Shlomit Yadlin-Gadot

For information on The Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy Program please visit its website:
https://med.tau.ac.il/psychotherapy or contact Liat Marciano_at Imarciano@tauex.tau.ac.il

The Frances Tustin Memorial Trust’s Board of Trustees: Alina Schellekes (Israel), Chair; Joel Miller
(Israel), Vice-chair; Joshua (Shuki) Durban (Israel), Jeff Eaton (USA), Nechama Faber Ben-Pazi (Israel),
Prof. Yolanda Gampel (Israel), Prof. Didier Houzel (France), Dr. Suzanne Maiello (ltaly), Prof. Maria
Rhode (UK), Tessa Zadok (lsrael).

Frances Tustin Memorial Trust’s Members (2025): Kelley E. Aaron (USA), Jacqueline Adler (Australia),
Dr. Lynn Alexander, Psy.D.(USA), Prof. Dana Amir (Israel), Dr. Patty Antin,(USA), Janine Arbalaez, PsyD.(USA),
Elizabeth Barnao (Australia), Shiri Ben Bassat (Israel), Dr. Dr. Deborah W. Bilder (USA), Dr. Vincenzo Bonaminio
(Italy), The British Psycho-Analytical Society (UK), Dr. David Brooks, (USA), Gloria Burgess Levin, Psy. D. (USA),
Dorit Cabili (Israel), Sylvia Casella (ltaly), Dr. Chiara Cattelan (ltaly), Carla Corsi (ltaly, JoAnn Culbert-Koehn
(USA), Anne D’Errico, MFT (USA), Dr. Diane Dimeo-McLean, (USA), Dr. Vivienne Elton (Australia), Ofra Eshel,
PsyD. (Israel), Ana M. Fabre Y Del Rivero (Mexico), Drs. Dennis Facchino and Angela Sowa (USA), Kathleen
Fargione (USA), Dr. Gabriel Feiler (Australia), Dr. and Mrs. Brian Feldman (USA), Dr. Sandra E. Fenster,(USA),
Jyotsna Field (Australia), Dr. Susan Fisher (USA), Karen Fitzpatrick (USA), Zaharah Fvioeroigeoir (Australia), Jerry
& Jeanette Gadt (USA), Diana Georger (USA), Debra Gill (USA), Dr. Janis V. Goldman (USA), Dr. Shirley Gooch
(USA), Dr. Judith L. Goodman (USA), Dr. Lynn Goren (USA), Dr. Carol Harrus (USA), Dr. Corrine L. Hatton,
R.N.(USA), Dr. Bas van der Hek (Holland), Dr. Dorothea van Hees (Australia), Dr. Noa Heiman (USA), Dr. Joan
Hellinger (USA), Dr. Peter Hengstberger (Australia), Dr. Eiji Hirayama (USA), Dr. Robin Holloway (Canada), Dr.
Mark J. S. Howard (Australia), Dr. Judith Hyman (USA), Dr. Andrea Kahn (USA), Dr. Elizabeth Kandall (USA), Dr.
Nilofer Kaul (India), Khrystyna Khachaturova (Ukraine), Daphna Kook (Israel), Dr. Celia Fix Korbivcher (Brazil),
Patricia Kunz (USA), Benjamin Lang (USA), Dr. Jennifer Langham (USA), Dr. Linda Lasater (USA), Dr. Bianca
Lechevalier Haim (France), Dr. Enrico Levis (Italy), Irit Lublinsky (Israel), Beth MacKenzie (USA), Catherine
Mahoney (Canada), Mir Maman (lsrael), Dr. Sylvia Marcus (USA), Priscilla Marion Maxwell (Australia), Dr. Julie
Michael McCaig (USA), Dr. Joseph McFadden (USA), Nina McMillan (UK), Ginger Miller (USA), Iris Miller
(Israel), Drs. Judith and Theodore Mitrani (France/USA), Dr. Fiorella Monti (Italy), Olha Mostovaya (Israel/Ukraine),
Glenn Mowbray, PsyD.(USA), Dr. Bernd & Iris Nissen (Germany), Dr. Simonetta Nissim (ltaly), Dr. Cristiano
Nicotra (Italy), Stella K. Oblath (USA), Dr. Gila Ofer (Israel), Dr. J. Kirby Ogden (USA), Kathleen O’Connor (USA),
Maria Pagliarani (Switzerland), Dr. Avedis Panajian (USA), Carol Jane Parker (Canada), Kate Paul (Barrows) (UK),
Dr. Michael & Lyndell Paul (USA), Lia Pistiner de Cortinas (Argentina), Dr. Sharon Aroian-Poiser (USA), Dr. Tami
Pollak (lsrael), Dr. Maria E. Pozzi (UK), Dr. Dolan Power (USA), Vanessa Preminger (Israel), Dr. Annie Reiner
(USA), Charlotte Riley, Psy.D (USA), Marianne Robinson (USA), Francis Romano Hamui (Mexico), Ed Rounds and
Callae Walcott-Rounds (USA), Dr. Desy Safan-Gerard (USA), Julie Sahlein (USA), Nickie Amerius-Sargeant, MFT
(USA), Karen Savlov (USA), Elizabeth Schofield-Bickford (USA), Anat Schumann (Israel), Avigail Shahar (Israel),
Dr. Catherine Shankman (USA), Pam Shein (Australia), Dr. Sharon Shitrit (Israel), , SIPSIA-The Italian Society of
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Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy for infants, children and adolescents (Italy), Sheila Spensley (UK), Dr. Alan Spivak
(USA), Dr. John Stone (USA), Elizabeth Storrar (UK), Hélene Suarez Labat (France), Carry Terra (USA), Dr. Leigh
Tobias (USA), Drs. Mark Hassan & Elizabeth Toole (USA), Dr. Carl Totton (USA), Dr. Elizabeth Trawick (USA),
Dr. Laura Tremelloni (Italy), Brian Truckle (UK), Christine Brett Vickers (Australia), Dr. Chao-Ying Wang (USA),
Joanna Wilheim (Brazil), Faye Wilson (Australia), Ehud Wolpe (Israel), Dr. Rose Woo (USA), Ellen Zamory
(Germany), Ruta Zeltser (Israel).

For information on events and membership in The Frances Tustin Memorial
Trust please visit the trust’s website: http://www.frances-tustin-autism.org
or email Alina Schellekes at: shalin@zahav.net.il
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