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Prof. Mario Livio

Prof Mario Livio is an internationally renowned astrophysicist who worked for 24 years
with the Hubble Space Telescope, a best-selling author, and a popular speaker.

He is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

He has published more than 400 scientific papers on topics ranging from Dark Energy
and cosmology to black holes and extrasolar planets.

Prof Livio is also the author of six popular science books, including "The Golden Ratio"
(an International Bestseller for which he received the "Peano Prize" and the
"International Pythagoras Prize") and "Is God A Mathematician?” (that was the basis for
the 2016 Emmy-nominated NOVA program “The Great Math Mystery”). Livio's book
"Brilliant Blunders" was a national bestseller, and was selected by the Washington Post
as one of the " Best Books of the Year.” His new book, Why? What Makes Us Curious,
appeared in July, 2017 (in the US) and recently in Hebrew.

Brilliant Blunders

We all make mistakes. Nobody’s perfect. Not even some of the greatest geniuses in
history, as Mario Livio tells us in this marvelous story of scientific error and
breakthrough. Charles Darwin, Albert Einstein and others were all brilliant scientists.
Each made groundbreaking contributions to his field — but each also stumbled badly.
Darwin’s theory of natural selection shouldn’t have worked, according to the prevailing
beliefs of his time. Not until Gregor Mendel's work was known would there be a
mechanism to explain natural selection. How could Darwin be both wrong and right?
Albert Einstein, whose name is synonymous with genius, speculated incorrectly about
the forces that hold the universe in equilibrium — and that speculation opened the door
to brilliant conceptual leaps.

As Prof Livio luminously explains, the scientific process advances through error.
Mistakes are essential to progress. Brilliant Blunders is a singular tour through the world
of science and scientific achievement — and a wonderfully insightful examination of the
psychology of some fascinating scientists.
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