
Invite you to attend

The 27th Annual
Frances Tustin Memorial Lectureship

that will take place on
Friday November 8th, 2024

between 8:00 am - 14:45 )Israel time(
at Tel Aviv University, Lola Auditorium

(Non-Israeli participants can register through zoom as well) 

Featuring  
 

Anat Schumann (Israel)
Recipient of the 2024 Frances Tustin Memorial Prize

and 
Prof. Didier Houzel (France) 

The
  FRANCES TUSTIN
      Memorial Trust

and

Tel Aviv University
Faculty of Medicine
Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy Program



Program Schedule:

8:00-8:30 – Registration and refreshments
 
8:30-10:30 – First session – Chair: Joel Miller  (Vice-Chair of The Frances Tustin Memorial Trust)

Opening remarks: Dr. Shlomit Yadlin-Gadot (Chair of The Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy 
                                Program, Faculty of Medicine, Tel Aviv University)
                                Alina Schellekes (Chair of The Frances Tustin Memorial Trust) 

Lecture: Anat Schumann: Encountering Otherness – On the Ability (and  Inability) for 
               Psychic Movement within Sexual States of Mind   

Abstract: This lecture suggests several psychoanalytic reflections on the ability (and inability) for
psychic movement within sexual states of mind, in relation to the capacity to tolerate otherness in the
psyche. Following the archaic bisexualities as described by Winnicott and Tustin, as well as Kristeva’s
elaboration on the concept of abjection, I explore various psychic scenarios in which the sexual
difference may represent the traumatic encounter with the ‘not-me’, resulting in the splitting of psychic
bisexuality which may affect the individual’s sexual states of mind at different levels of integration.
In the schizoid-paranoid psychic areas, an encounter with the unfamiliar or the ‘foreign’, which
unconsciously resonates an internal threatening object, may lead to persecutory withdrawal. This
psychic scenario will be discussed in the case of homophobic phenomena as a state of dissociated
psychic bisexuality. 
At the more primitive autistic-contiguous mode of experience, a traumatic encounter with the primary
not-me may be revealed through compulsive and fetishistic sexual states of mind, when one is clinging
to an Other while simultaneously effacing its wholeness and humanness. Through clinical illustration,
the protective quality of a fetishistic object as an autistic object will be examined, and the ‘sexualization
of abjection’ will be discussed as a manifestation of an autistic enclave which involves the splitting of
primary psychic bisexuality. Finally, I will emphasize the significance of bisexual analytic attitude which
may facilitate psychic movement within anxiety-saturated and rigidified sexual states of mind. 

Discussant: Prof. Didier Houzel (via zoom) 
           
10:30-11:00 – Coffee break 

11:00–12:30 – Second session – Chair: Ruth Weinberg

Lecture: Prof. Didier Houzel (via zoom): Confusion of Tongues/Confusion of Zones: From
Ferenczi to Meltzer

Abstract: Ferenczi refers to the language of tenderness in the child and the language of passion in the
adult. He stresses the risk of confusion between these two languages, yet he doesn’t ground
tenderness and passion in the body. Meltzer sheds light on this problem by introducing the concept of
confusion of zones and modes. He describes the confusion of zones as linked to the similarities
between the sensual and aesthetic aspects of the zones under consideration. For Meltzer, these
erogenous zones are not only the Freudian cutaneous-mucous parts of the bodily envelope implicated
in pleasure and the satisfaction of needs. Rather, Meltzer emphasized that these erogenous zones also
constitute modes of relationships to part objects whose role is to satisfy needs. Maria Rhode insists on
the role of the mother’s internal paternal object, which may, or may not, enable the child to obtain
normal usage of mouth and tongue, identified with a dangerous penis in a breast-penis-tongue
confusion. The case of little John, which served as a model for Frances Tustin’s work, may be read
from the perspective of nipple/penis confusion. This confusion seems to refer to an over-erogenous
experience the child has in his/her relationship to the mother’s nipple, an experience which echoes the
mother’s paternal identification. Extracts from both an adult and a child analysis illustrate this
hypothesis. 
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