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Dear Faculty of Medicine community,

| would like to share with you my experiences of the recent weeks. | have just returned from
Vienna, where | visited for fundraising and to present a scientific talk. Of course, | hesitated
before traveling — the news from abroad is intimidating at best, and scary at worst. Fortunately, |
was very warmly embraced, and felt the care and concern for what we as a Faculty, University,
and country are going through. | described to my hosts how our lives changed in a matter of
hours on Oct. 7, what efforts our Faculty have made in the last two months, and how we are
moving forward together, our entire community, to advance science and continue training our
thousands of students, with particular care for our many reservists in the front lines.
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My message to you is to continue and concentrate on working together to achieve our goals of
maintaining excellent health and curing disease. Let’s work together — Jews and Arabs— to instill
better communication and care. At a time when Universities, particularly the lvy League
Universities in the US, are so prominently unable to define the differences between free speech
and where lines should be drawn regarding hate and calls for dangerous actions, we must be a
beacon of light for the world.

We recently completed the eight days of Hanukah, and soon are upon Christmas and Ramadan
and are again reminded of the beauty of religion. Whether you are secular or observant, the
culture of sharing our celebrations and traditions, of wanting to preserve life, including reducing
stress and feelings of anger, so that we can have healthier lives, are common to us all.

We hope with every part of our being that the hostages are returned immediately, and the
reservists return home quickly, unharmed. We send our best wishes to the wounded and wish
them full health. We will work tirelessly to accommodate every last reservist returning to the
Faculty and University, so that the transition to academic life is as smooth as possible.

In the past few weeks, we have accomplished the following for advancing our research:
Established a collaboration with McMaster University on medical education
Obtained a donation to build a Medical Simulation Center
Closing donations for the Parkinson’s Disease Center, a Neuroscience Institute, and

Excellence Scholarships for PhD and MD-PhD programs (details to follow)
Opening of the Alrov Center for Digital Health
Opening of Samueli Initiative for Responsible Al in Medicine
Renovations of Dean’s Conference room, donated by Prof. Nechama Kosower and
Prof. Edward Kosower

Most of all, | wish all of you a peaceful holiday season and the strength to continue to be
optimistic for a brighter future for us all.

All the best,
Karen
Dean, Faculty of Medicine
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